NOBEL
had been developed by the varieties of his early experiences;
he had, however, no inclination to take a personal share in the
administration and the direct management of the businesses that he
founded. One gets the impression that for this reason he did not
always fully understand and appreciate Ludwig's work in the
naphtha company. In a letter to Robert dated the 7th July, 1883,
he wrote: " Ludwig is not inclined to give up any of his authority
and he will adhere to this system, which is telling on his health and
undermining his strength. None of us is really healthy enough to
manage such a gigantic mechanism as Baku. We must confine
ourselves to the work of thinking, and leave all the mechanics to
others."
The course of events fully proved Lxictwig Nobel's longsighted-
ness. It is true that for several years after his <iouth his great
business still had to fight with difficulties, but it came victorious
out of the struggle, and continued its development under the
management of his eldest son Emauucl, until it was taken out of the
hands of the proprietors, in 1920, as a result of the revolution. It
is not yet possible to judge how its future will develop; but it
will be a long time before the achievements of throe generations
of Nobels for Russia's industrial and commercial development,
and especially for the creation of the naphtha industry, are
forgotten.
The following facts, amongst others, are recorded in a report of
the Brothers Nobel and Company, dealing with its activities during
the first twenty-five years of its existence :
During this period (1879-1904) the company made 433 borings
to a total depth of 70,502 sashen (141 kilometres), and these
borings had yielded over nine hundred million pud of
naphtha.
During the same period the company had refined 1,195,000,000
pud of their own and purchased naphtha; and in the company's
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